- 124 Litchfield St
T h e VO I Ce Of Torrington, CT 06790
860-482-8263

E-mail: besynagogue@snet.net

B eth E I Sept. Oct. Nov. 2008
Elul, 5768-Tishri, Heshvan, 5769

Rabbi Richard L Eisenberg

Rabbi's Office: 860-626-0181

Services are held the second Friday of the month at 7pm, and every Saturday morning at 9:30 am. Every-
one counts, so please try to attend.

THE UNITED SYNAGCOGUE
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK

i | write this column on November 5, the day after America elected Barack
I Obama as President. Whether or not you supported his candidacy, this is a
day to celebrate our country’ s di ver sity and i tis
can-Amer i can as | eader of the wor
tainly have come a long way. Just over 50 years ago, southern Blacks were
forced to use separate restaurants, water fountains and hotels. They had to sit
in the back of the bus. They had to bribe officials for the right to vote. Their

children learned in searegated schools and colleges. But now, an African
American is ready to lead our country! No doubt, prejudice and racism still exist in America, but it is a

blessing to know that the majorityof voters did not believe th.
him from serving as President.

We need only look back 8 years to the election of 2000, when some hanging chads and a Supreme Court
decision prevented an American Jew from becoming Vice-President. We too have come a long way.
SIl'ightly more than 50 years before that dat
Ameri can soci ety r i-%emitiswiwherde Jews prevelexcluded fromsnendership in
clubs and turned away from certain hotels, where colleges held Jewish quotas and Jews had to change
their names to gain admittance to medical a-
cial and religious minorities have drastically improved enough to nominate a Jew to run as Vice President
and eventually elect an African American as President.

|t seems as i f we are finally |living out
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights..” Our Founding Fat

now, over 200 years later, these words are finally coming true.

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. | have long thought of Thanksgiving as the quintessential holi-
day for us as Jews and Americans. This year, we can be especially thankful that our citizenry was able to
cross long-standing racial barriers by electing our first African American President. Regardless of politi-
cal persuasion and party affiliations, we can still celebrate and embrace our religious, ethnic and cultural
diversity.

In this spirit of Thanksgiving inclusiveness, Beth El willbehost i ng t he Ecume

Continued on next pac
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Thanksgiving service on Sunday November 23 @ 4:30 PM. | do hope you will attend this important event
and show that you stand up for the American values of religious tolerance and diversity.

It is fitting to conclude this column with a quote from Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) in the name of

Rabbi Si meon ben
not have his

Az zai

hour , and there 1is

Despise no man and
nothing tha

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF BETH EL SYNAGOGUR@U®E

Mike Madow 283-2124
Joyce Peck 482-0717
1STVICE PRESIDENT Linda Podos 482-9909
(BOARD CHAIR)
2NDVICE PRESIDENT  Wendy Casbolt 618-5120
(FINANCE)
3RDVICE PRESIDENT Debra Brandt 567-8927
(EDUCATION)
SECRETARY Lenore Mand 496-0636
TREASURER Patricia Anderson 567-9171
TRUSTEES 3 YEAR TERM
Harold Breindel 482-0031
Stephanie Oakan 489-3044
Joe Ginsburg 489-3204
(open)

Roland Perreault House Chair 485-0292

TRUSTEES 2 YEAR TERM

Marvin Peyser 489-5676
Sherry Ginsburg 489-3204
Mitchell Soss 484-4622
Harriet Peyser 489-5676

Walter Wiener Membership Chair 496-7111

TRUSTEEQ 1 YEAR TRM

Jennifer Lotstein 675-3402
Rosa Shields 482-9197
Jennifer Overton 485-2762
(open)

Lynn Malkoff 567-3400
Rabbi Richard Eisenberg  non-voting member 626-0181

Beth El is in need of an adult education

chair to plan Lox & Lecture series and

other events. If you are interested, contac

Joyce Peckat joycekp@optonline.net

or call Patricia in the office.

Todah Rabe
Thank yoL

General Donations:

Robert & Roz Ladenheim, in honor of Wilma Morse's
birthday

Alan & Eve Matisoff, congratulations to the Brovermans
on the birth of grandson Ari.

Lenore and Stanley Mand, in memory of Joseph Bernard
Jennifer & Greg Overton, in honor of Herman Hirsh

Mal & Bea Guralnick, in loving memory of Bertha Tash-
man

Arnold & Audrey Heimler,in memory of Adeline Gerson
Lenore & Stanley Mand, in memory of Alfred Besunder
Leslie & Lynn Goldman, in memory of Barbara Kamm
Paul & Miriam Stone, in memory of Saul Harts

Arnold & Audrey Heimler, in memory of Walter Heimler
Sondra Reiff & Don Glickman-in honor of Phil & Rita
Levy's 60th Anniversary

Alan & Eve Matisoff, wishing a speedy recovery to
Barbara Weil, mother of Nancy Gottfried

Marilyn & Wally Wiener, in honor of engagement of
granddaughter Kaila to Shaya Levine

Joe & Sherry Ginsburg, condolences to Harriet Peyser on
the passing of her Aunt

Joe & Sherry Ginsburg, Robert & Marvis Gersten

Yizkor Donations:

Mal & Bea Guralnick, in loving memory of parents Morris
& Bertha Tashmen

Gayle Carr & Avery Jenkins, Patricia Anderson, Marvin &
Harriet Peyser, George & Shirley Davidson, Brandon &
Linda Podos, Jennifer & Greg Overton, Leslie & Lynn
Goldman, Michael & Francine Broverman, Gerald &
Wendy Casbolt, Saul & Honora Karasyk, Helen Ratner,
Rosa Shields, Cynthia Herpich, Joyce Krutik Craig Philip
& Rita Levy, Arnold & Audrey Heimler, Marvin & Harriet
Treach, Peggy Knox, Joe & Sherry Ginsburg, Stanley &
Barbara Cohen, Lenore Mand, Robert & Marvis Gersten,


mailto:joycekp@optonline.net

Barbara Douglas, Jeffery & Bonnie Sherman, Jerry &
Leah Kaplan, Jeannette Radom, Steven & Sina Levy, Tim
& Debra Brandt, Mike & Heidi Madow, Roland & Donna
Perreault.

Donations to Building Fund:
Sanford B Pottters, Michael & Heidi Madow,

Donations to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
Tim & Debra Brandt,in memory of Mrs. C Lowenthal
Irving & Renee Germain, Lenore Mand.

Donations to Kiddush Fund:
Rhonda Ginsburg,

Adult Education Fund:
Marilyn Check,

Smith Torah Fund:
Jeannette Radom,

Beautification Fund:
Jocelyn Regenbogen,

Thank you to

Jennifer Overton and crew for organizing Novem-
ber's Newcomers Breakfast.

Michael, Heidi and Aaron Madow for hosting the
November Family Shabbat kiddush.

To Heidi and Mike for organizing the Religious
School's Hanukkah Shabbat Dinner in December.

To Religious School students for participating as they
do every month in the Family Shabbat Service.

To Carol Silver for a wonderful Beth El Synagogue
Super Sunday poster to advertise Nov. 23 events.
Carol does all of our posters.

To Reine Zermati for volunteering to host the Janu-
ary Friday night Shabbat oneg.

To Harriet and Marvin Peyser for volunteering to
host the February Friday Night Oneg Shabbat.

To Lenore Mand, Rosa Shields and Joyce Peck for
serving refreshments following the Interfaith
Council of Northwest Connecticut ecumenical
Thanksgiving service.

To Rabbi Eisenberg and members of the Interfaith
Council for a memorable Thanksgiving service.

To Bea Guralnick, Vicki Lynch and others for help-
ing prepare the Dec. 6 Shabbat lunch.

G M DVAR TORAH
| 'l‘ i NOAH: THE YES MAN
1 Marvin Peysel
Past Ritual Chal

No one in the entire Torah, not even Abraham or
Moses, is introduced with such glowing accolades as
is Noah. He is a "man," (ish, a complimentary form
of the word,) he is righteous, (a tzaddiR and he is
pure and he walks with God. Three separate times
during the account of the Flood, the Torah tells us
that Noah did "exactly as God told him to do."

And yet we know so little about him. We are told that
he lived for three hundred fifty years after the Flood,
but then he virtually disappears from history. Where
did Noah go wrong? What differentiates him from
men like Abraham and Moses?

The answer lies precisely in the phrase that Noah did
"exactly as God told him." God comes to Noah and
says he is about to destroy all of humanity and that
Noah should build an ark to save himself. He doesn't
flinch. "Yes, rghtup!” One

Notice something strange? God says He is about to
destroy the world and Noah doesn't flinch. He just
goes out and builds an ark.

When Abraham is told that God is about to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah, he fights for them. God did
not tell him to do so, but God didn't need to. Abra-
ham knew what he believed in and acted. In contrast
to Abraham, Noah was a "yes-man." God wants us to
be something more. He created us as humans, with
feelings, thoughts and ideas. God created indepen-
dence for us to use, not for us to suppress. Abraham
stood up for what he believed was right; Noah did not
have an opinion. He just followed God.

Don’' t get Folowingwodasma gpod thing.
But sometimes it's just not enough. God's laws are a
structure on which we must build, not rest on our lau-
rels.

The word Noah i n Hedobkrthe
restful easy way of blind following, not the challeng-
ing path of leading the way forward that Abraham
and Moses took. That's why the Torah forgets him so
qui ckl y. hi¥importaricesis diwimished.



Birthdays

/ and

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Jacqueline Denenholtz December 1
Lynn Malkoff December 2
Aaron Freund December 3
Richard Bergad December 6
Ruth Paletsky December 7

December 12
December 14
December 15
December 15
December 16
December 19
December 22
December 24
December 26
December 26
December 26
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 28
December 31

Harriet Peyser
Olivia Kenny
Dean DiVirgilio
Jeremy Broverman
Jeremy Ross
Dr. Dennis Gottfried
Dr Debra Brandt
Jennifer Overton
Marilyn Wiener
Sarah Soss
Marshall Cohen
Francine Broverman
Ben Krasow
Debra Freund
Jocelyn Regenbogen
Steven Levy

Anniversaries

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wolk Dec.5 54rd
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bergad Dec. 10 40th
Mr. and Mrs. Mal Guralnick Dec. 12 64rd
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Gottfried Dec.15 7th

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Boonshaft Dec. 19 33nd

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Broverman  Dec. 24 35th
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Margulies Dec. 25 52nd
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Casholt Dec. 26 37th

Birthdays and Anniversaries for Jan. & Feb. will appear in the monthly
From the Presidentsdé Desk'

From the Education Committee
Debra Brandt
Chairman

Religious school is off to a great start this year. The
school is small but mighty. This year the 4th -7th
graders and their parents attended a wonderful pro-
gram by the Anti-Defamation League. Rabbi Eisen-
berg has helped us begin a parent/family education
program once a month during Religious School.

We are hoping to rekindle the teen youth group.If
any parent or adult is interested in becoming the
leader please let me know. The education committee

would love to bring these teens back into the synago-
gue and into youth activities across the region. We
are now affiliated with Kadima and USY.

Please supporbur religious school by coming to
one of our fundraising events. The next is December
12th --a Shabbat Dinner and services. If you are
unable to attend then send a donation to help us offset
the cost of religious education for our youngsters.
There will be another dinner in the spring. If you are
unable to help financially that is fine.

Help spiritually!!! The kids love it when the syn-
agogue is full on Family Shabbat, Simchas Torah,
Purim, etc. They love when adults come to watch
them sing and see what they have learned. Please
come to services and support them and our wonderful
rabbi.

Get Well, Stay Well

Barbara and Ken Weuil, parents of Nancy Gottfried

Simchas to Share
Good News to All
Joyce Peck

Mazel tov and good wishes to Harriet Peyser, who
will celebrate her 80th birthday on Dec. 12. Harriet
will be with her loving husband, Marvin, children
and grandchildren for a celebration in Atlanta, GA on
that day. She has given us permission to tell her age
and we wish her 120 more birthdays

Mazel tov and good wishes to Josh Gottfried and
his wife, Laura, on the birth of their first child, Jacob
Andor, in Hartford in November. Josh is the son of
Dennis and Nancy Gottfried.

Congratulations and good wishes to Shayna Jenkins
She scored 507 points out of a possible 600 at the
Connecticut Fall Classic archery tournament at the
University of Connecticut at Storrs recently. She
posted the highest score for any female competitor
using standard Olympic bows. This summer, Shayna
scored a hat trick, winning the state championship in
Connecticut, Massaachusetts and New Jersey. Shayna
is a 15-year-old sophomore at Litchfield High School
and the daughter of Avery Jenkins and Gayle Carr-
Jenkins.

We want to share your good news in one of our newslet-
ters. Please let us know by emailing

Joyce at joycekp@optonline.net,

or Patricia at besynagogue@snet.net, or

call the office, or mail a note to the synagogue.
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Photo

Marvin Peyser receives a Leadership Award from United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism at its annual meeting
in November in Bloomfield. At left is Steve Golub, out-
going Connecticut Valley Region President and at right is
new President Shirley Morrison.

w
Help us help others!Beth El Synagogue is committed to
one Sunday in alternate months at the Torrington Commu-
nity Kitchen. A small group of volunteers has sustained
that commitment all these years and needs some respite.
Volunteers work from about 11 a.m. to 1 or 2 p.m. at the
soup kitchen, preparing and serving meals to needy people.
If you are interested in learning more, contact Linda Podos
, or call the office

FAM, the Foster Adoptive Mission is currently
recruiting families to be foster and adoptive parents
in the Torrington area. FAM is a federally funded,
community collaborative comprised of community
leaders, non-profit child welfare agencies, town and
state agencies, local corporations, and individual fos-
ter and adoptive parents. The mission is to find safe,
nurturing homes for children in the CT foster care
system. The organization is particularly in need of
Jewish families willing to adopt or take in foster
children.

Teenagers are an often underserved population in
foster care and regularly wait too long to find good,
loving homes. Patient, responsible, loving adults with
enough time to help them during their personal hard-
ship are especially needed. Finding good homes for
infants is also becoming increasingly challenging in
recent years.

FAM provides information and assistance in locating
the "right match" for your family. We will walk you
through the maze of child welfare providers (DCF
and private) and assist you in identifying an agency
that might fit your needs. There is no cost or obliga-
tion. F A M &asts are covered by our federal grant.
For more information contact FAM at 203-706-0101
or check out our website at
www.fosteradoptivemission.org.

Join us for a

A Beth El Synagogue Celebration

Saturday, Dec. 6

Family Shabbat at 9:30 a.m., featuring Religious School students
with Rabbi Richard L. Eisenberg

Dedication of three new Torah Mantles, i

nscribed silver

breastplate and Bimah table and lectern covers

Stay for lunch following the service
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Yahrzeits
Light the memorial candle the night before. *These names
have been inscribed on the memorial tablets.

Rose Marie Hochman Dec 1
Jack Pincus* Dec 1
Milton Nitkin* Dec 2
Susanne Markwald Dec 3
David Altes* Dec 4
Hyman Hershkowitz Dec 4
Celia Altes* Dec5
Herman Belkin Dec5
Samuel Margulies Dec5
Anna Buxbaum Dec 6
Sonia Paletsky™ Dec 7
Goldie Smith Dec 7
Florence Franklin Dec 8
Morris Kronich Dec 8
Paul Nelson Dec 8
Dr. Jack Blinkoff Dec 9
Charles Buxbaum Dec 9
Esther Ginsberg Dec 9
Ida Hershkowitz Dec 9
Lillian Morgan Dec 9
Esther Pincus* Dec 9
Abraham Blum Dec 10
Jacob Seidman* Dec 11
Abraham Cramer* Dec 12
Edythe Garbus Dec 13
Paul Smith* Dec 13
Helen Malkin* Dec 14
Robert Ginsberg Dec 15
Ann Beaudry Dec 16
Aaron Cohen Dec 17
Diane Gottfried Dec 18
Ina Pincus* Dec 19
Sidonie Schlesinger* Dec 19
Abraham Schneider* Dec 20
Isidore Paletsky Dec 21
Abraham Rudolph Dec 22
Sol Newman Dec 23
Albert Radler* Dec 24
Evelyn Sybol Dec 24
Ellen Davison* Dec 28
Isadore Rubens* Dec 28
Robert Shanahan Dec 28
Joan Selma Heimler Dec 30
Emanuel Alexandre* Dec 31
Minnie Kronich Dec 31
Max Weilheimer Dec 31
Claire Winters* Dec 31

Donations to Dr. Stanley M. Mand Education

Fund:

Joyce K Peck, Robert & Stephanie Oakan, Tim & Debra
Brandt, Roland & Donna Perreault, Daniel & Wilma
Morse, Don Glickman& Sondra Reiff, Sheila Kasten,
Jeannette Radom, Walter & Marilyn Wiener, Eileen and
Mark Menis, Jennifer & Greg Overton, The Lakeridge
Tax District, Ronald & Janet Garber, Arthur & Diane Za-
mansky, Nancy & Robert Stern, Philip & Rita Levy, Ge-
rald J. Gottlieb, Al & Selma Lipton, Joan S. Wallenstein,
Joann Temkin, Martha Gross, Rosa Shields, Stanley &
Estelle Wolk, Robert & Roz Ladenheim, Henry & Joyce
Stern, Sol & Ann Walfish, Judith Spitz, Jack Grossman &
Diane Cohen, Marvin & Harriet Peyser, Joel & Linda
Malkoff, Lenore Mand, Jack & Bette Tepper, Arthur &
Hannah Margulies, Marie Delia & Nick Albano, Marilyn
Check, Felicia Hirata, Jean Gouthier, Jay & Luette Gould,
Irene Haupt, Judith Roshke, Angela & Howard Misthal,
Anthony Tabell, Judith Goldsmith, Gerard & Elinor Goe-
tel, , Paul & Cornelia Ellner, Gail Ittelton, Harriet & Wil-
liam Dorosin, Edwin Baker, Bruce Mason, Joe & Sherry
Ginsburg, Ben & Debra Freund, Mal & Bea Guralnick

Yahrzeits for Jan. & Feb. will appear in the monthly From the President
Desk

Hadassah
By Lynn Malkoff

The Litchfield County Chapter of Hadassah is proud
to present its 4™ annual Mitzvah Day on Sunday, De-
cember 14, 2008 beginning at 11:00 AM, at Beth El
Synagogue. As part of our community outreach, our
food, clothing and shelter drive collection efforts will
go to the Susan B. Anthony Project and FISH. In
addition, Beth EI s re
have the mitzvot of cr
books” t o i sdchijdrenratehe shetieps,e
and creating holiday cards for Beth El member shut-
ins and recovering soldiers at Walter Reed Hospital.
Adults and children alike will have an opportunity to
help out at FISH by sorting and bagging donated
items at either 12:00P or 1:00P. We hope everyone
joins us on December 14 so that together we will
have the mitzvah of tikkun olam This is a very
tough time and so many people are struggling
from day-to-day. Please give generously and
help us help our community!
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Candle Lighting Times

December 5

4:04

December

19

4:06

December 12

4:04

December

26

4:10

Hosts are needed for Friday Oneg Shabbats on
March13, April 10, May 15 and June 12. Please
call Joyce Peck, 482-0717

Deadline for announcements and Blooms for next

FromthePr e s i

dendnsl® De

Deadline for next Voice

February 5, 2009

Advertisement

(860) 489-4104

CHRISTOPHER E. RYAN, SR.

The Gleeson Mortuary, LLC

Funerals, Burials, Cremations

an

DIRECTOR

d Memoaorial Services

258 Prospect Street

Torrington, Connecticut 06790-0206
www.gleesonservices.com

SINCE 1885

If you'd like to advertize a business in one of our publica-
tions, the cost for a business card size ad is $25 per issue.
Call Patricia in the office for more information. The cost of a
Beth El Bloom in congratulations, recognition or honor of
someone or some event is $18. Call Patricia in the office

for

more information.



Report from the
Tri-Presidents

Mike Madow, Alan

-,

e Cohn, Joyce Peck
. We hope everyone will join

us on Saturday, Dec. 6, for a
Shabbat service and lunch in celebration of new To-
rah and Bimah table covers and other refurbishments
in the sanctuary and library. We have wonderful do-
nors who enabled this to happen to honor as well.

The synagogue is honoring Attorney Steven H.
Levy with a Torah cover for his dedication to the
synagogue over the years.

Dr. Philip and Rita Levy are longtime members and
supporters of the synagogue. They have donated
funds to replace the library Ark curtain in honor of
their 60th wedding anniversary, Sept. 4, 2008, and to
have an existing Torah breastplate inscribed in honor
of their son, Steve, of whom they are understandably
proud. The breastplate is completed but the Ark cur-
tain, will not be ready as of Dec. 6.

Sherry and Joe Ginsburgdonated a cover in recog-
nition of good deeds and loving kindness. They are
staples at the Shabbat and High Holiday services. Joe
serves on the Ritual Committee and conducts services
when needed. Sherry is ever ready to help with kid-
dushes and maintains the wine and juice supply.

Dr. Walter Davison was the first to step forward,
replacing a lost silver breastplate donated by his late
parents, Dr. and Mrs. Philip Davison.

Stephanie and Bob @kan donated the new table
and lectern covers. Stephanie is a new appointee to
the board of trustees and Bob and Stephanie are ac-
tive on the Library Committee.

We are grateful to all of these people for their support
of the synagogue.

We are also grateful to all those people who contri-
bute in other ways, giving time and effort in our be-
half throughout the year. Not everyone is able to
make larger gifts, but volunteer service is just as im-
portant to us. We are a congregation that depends
heavily on volunteer work by members.



