
I often feel that our movement lacks spark, excitement, spirituality and a clear sense of who we are. 

However, I believe every movement suffers from this. What we need to do is to stop wringing our hands 

over our declining numbers and begin to celebrate and build upon our strengths. Indeed, our strengths may 

not be found in droves of worshippers, financially thriving congregations or movement growth and 

solidarity. If we are not inspired by what we see in these areas, we would do well to look elsewhere, to 

focus on the strengths of our individual congregations, because in my opinion, that is where Conservative 

Judaism can be most vibrant. Camps Ramah and the Schechter Day schools certainly are exciting and 

vibrant, but they serve a more limited population. We need to understand how our individual synagogues 

contribute so much to Conservative Jewish life. 

Beth El is no exception. Rather than accentuating our shortcomings (and, like all congregations, we have 

our share), we need to celebrate our successes. In previous columns, I have listed our achievements and I 

will not repeat them here. But we can now add one new feather in our cap, that is, the creation of a new 

USY Kadimah youth chapter at Beth El under the leadership of Gila Gersten (who happens to be the 

daughter of our members Marvis and Bob). Thanks to Gilah, our children in grades 6-12 will have a local 

Jewish youth group to join, and they will also be eligible to get involved in regional, national and even 

international programs. In this way, our youth will be able to plug into a worldwide Jewish network within 

the framework of Conservative Judaism. Now that is exciting! 

So in addition to our religious and educational programs, we can now add another valuable initiative to 

our congregational offerings. We should be proud of what we accomplish here. Instead of wringing our 

hands over the decline of our movement, let’s be grateful that we are part of a movement that encourages 

and stimulates our Jewish identity even in the smallest Jewish communities like our own. Let’s celebrate 
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FROM THE RABBIôS DESK 

Many have lamented the Conservative Movement’s declining numbers 

over the past few decades. Conservative Jewish leaders expressed deep 

concern as the movement that had long been America’s largest was 

overtaken by Reform Judaism, which now boasts more member 

congregations and a larger number of affiliated individuals. So we began to 

take a hard look at ourselves. No longer the Hertz of American Jewish 

movements, we had become Avis, and we started to realize that it was time 

to try harder. 
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Adult Education Committee 

Stephanie Oakan,  

Chairman 

We have some wonderful ways to beat the February 

blahs, so SAVE THESE DATES: 

BOOK DISCUSSION,  
Monday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m. 

The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan. 

Based on his 1998 NPR documentary, Tolan 

personalizes the Arab-Israeli conflict by tracing the 

intertwined lives of a Palestinian refugee, Bashir Al-

Khairi, and a Jewish settler, Dalia Eshkenazi Landau, 

who at different times live in the same old stone 

house in Ramah. 

      (Book order forms will be available in 

December.) 

wv 

FORGET FEBRUARY FILM FEST  

Sundays in February at 1 pm 

Feb. 7 -- ñArranged,ò about an Orthodox Jew and a 

Muslim who meet as new teachers in a 

Brooklyn school. They find much in common 

at the prospect of entering arranged marriages. 

Feb. 14 -- “Praying with Lior Lieblingò is a 

documentary about a Jewish boy with Down 

syndrome who spends his days praying as he 

prepares for his bar mitzvah. 

Feb. 21 ï ñHester Street,ò the 1975 classic favorite 

will remind many of their immigrant roots as it 

focuses on a traditional Jewish woman who 

travels to America in the late 1800’s to reunite 

with her husband, but finds him a changed 

man. 

Feb. 28 ï ñLive and Becomeò about an 

impoverished Ethiopian boy relocated from 

Africa to Israel during Operation Moses, when 

his mother forces him to declare himself 

Jewish, to give him a better life. He is adopted 

by a Jewish family and grows up experiencing 

all the difficulties of adapting to a new culture 

while keeping his actual religion a secret. 

and support our synagogue. The more this happens in all our congregations, the stronger the movement 

will become. 

One of the main themes of Hanukkah is found in the Haftarah reading for the Shabbat of Hanukkah: “Not 

by might, nor by power, but by My spirit – said the Lord of hosts (Zechariah 3:6).” Our spiritual power as 

a movement is found not in our numbers or physical growth but rather in the vibrancy and spirit that run 

through our individual congregations. Beth El is certainly no exception. 

 

 

 

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF BETH EL SYNAGOGUE 2009-
2010 

 
PRESIDENTS 

 

Joyce Peck 482-0717 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 

(BOARD CHAIR) 

Linda Podos (Ritual 

Chair) 

482-9909 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
(FINANCE) 

Mitch Soss  484-4622 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT 

(EDUCATION) 

Debra Brandt 567-8927 

SECRETARY 

 

Lenore Mand 496-0636 

TREASURER Patricia Anderson 567-9171 

   

TRUSTEES ɀ 3 YEAR TERM  

Jennifer Lotstein  675-3402 

Rosa Shields  482-9197 
Jennifer Overton Membership Co-Chair 485-2762 

Joan Libby  489-0018 

Lynn Malkoff   567-3400 
   

TRUSTEES ɀ 2 YEAR TERM  
Harold Breindel  482-0031 

Stephanie Oakan Adult Education Chair 489-3044 

Joe Ginsburg  489-3204 
Aaron Podos  618-3669 

Roland Perreault House Chair 485-0292 

   
TRUSTEES ɀ 1 YEAR TERM  

Marvin Peyser Past Ritual Chair 489-5676 

Sherry Ginsburg  489-3204 

(open)   
Harriet Peyser  489-5676 

Walter Wiener Membership Co-Chair 496-7111 

   
Immediate Past 
Presidents 

Mike Madow 
Alan Cohn 

283-2869 
618-3903 

   

Rabbi Richard Eisenberg non-voting member 626-0181 
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Birthdays 

and 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for Jan. & Feb. will appear in 

the monthly From the Presidents' Desk.

Todah Rabah ð 

Thank you 

General Donations:  
Arthur & Hannah Margulies, Tim & Debra Brandt, 

Donald & Carol Wolk, Jack & Bette Tepper, Rabbi 

Shlomo & Bernice Balter, Roland & Donna 

Perreault, Anne & Joseph Ehrlich, Joyce K Peck, 

Marvin & Harriet Peyser, Philip & Rita Levy, Sidney 

& Dorothy Nadel, Daniel & Wilma Morse, Sandy 

Dressler, Gerald & Wendy Casbolt, Allen & Judith 

Sausen, Jack Grossman & Diane Cohen, Don 

Glickman & Sondi  Reiff, Kevin & Kara Perrin, Jay 

& Luette Gould, Jeanne & Thomas Cassidy, Lois  & 

Lynn Ridgeway, Dennis & Nancy Gottfried, Saul & 

Honora Karasyk, Judith Spitz, Gail Ittleson, Gerald J 

Gottlieb, Henry & Joyce Stern, Arlene Schenker, 

Howard & Susan Leitner, Mal & Bea Guralnick, 

Lenore Mand, Vicki Lynch, Kathy Carullo, Carole 

Millstein, Cantor Theodore  Perry, Rhonda Ginsburg, 

Harold Breindel, David & Elinor Joseph, Brandon & 

Linda Podos, in honor of Joe & Sherry Ginsburg’s 

60th Anniversary. 

Arnold & Audrey Heimler, in memory of Walter 

Heimler.  

Arthur & Hannah Margulies, in honor of Ron 

Garber's recovery. 

Walter & Marilyn Wiener, in memory of Isador 

Ginsberg.  

Don Glickman & Sondi, Reiff, in memory of Dr. 

Stanley Mand. 

Ruth Goldman, in memory of Seymour Goldman.  

Robert & Roz Ladenheim, in memory of Abraham 

Ladenheim. 

Lenore Mand, in honor of Phil & Rita Levy's 

grandson Noah becoming Bar Mitzvah. 

Alan & Eve Matisoff, in honor of Gerry Libby's 

Birthday. 

Robert & Stephanie Oakan, in honor of Arielle 

Brandt becoming Bat Mitzvah. 

Joel & Linda Malkoff, in memory of Louis 

Rabinowitz. 

Mal & Bea Guralnick, Robert & Stephanie Oakan, in 

honor of the wedding of Michael & Shawna Malkoff. 

Robert & Stephanie Oakan, in honor of Rebecca 

Perreault becoming Bat Mitzvah. 
Continued on next page 

Birthdays  

Jacquelyn Denenholtz December 1 

Linda Malkoff December 2 

Aaron Freund December 3 

Richard Bergad December 6 

Ruth Paletsky December 7 

Harriet Peyser December 12 

Olivia Kenny December 14 

Dean Stephen DiVirgilio December 15 

Jeremy Abel Broverman December 15 

Jeremy Ross December 16 

Dr. Dennis Gottfried December 19 

Donald Glickman December 19 

Dr Debra Brandt December 22 

Jennifer Overton December 24 

Marilyn Wiener December 26 

Sarah Soss December 26 

Francine Broverman December 26 

Ben Krasow December 27 

Debra Freund December 27 

Dr. Jocelyn Regenbogen December 28 

Steven Levy December 31 

   

Anniversaries   

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wolk December 5 56th 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bergad December 10 42nd 

Mr. and Mrs. Mal Guralnick December 12 66th 

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Gottfried December 15 8th 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Boonshaft December 19 35th 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Broverman December 24 37th 

Get Well, Stay Well 
 

Reine Zermati 

Rabbi Richard Eisenberg 
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General Donations: continued 
Charlotte & Eldad Matityahu, in memory of Eva 

Kabachnick.  

Mal & Bea Guralnick, in honor of the birth of Mattea 

LaFlamme. 

Joe & Joan Vaccaro, Richard & Sally Bergad, Joseph 

& Sherry Ginsburg, Robert & Roz Ladenheim, Saul 

& Honora Karasyk, Cantor Theodore Perry. 

Yizkor Donations:  
Mal & Bea Guralnick, in memory of parents Bertha 

& Morris Tashman. 

Theodore & Carol Schulz, in memory of Rita Spitz. 

Yvonne Kroopneck Perno, Joel Levy, Howard & 

Alice Dember, Joseph & Sherry Ginsburg, Marvin & 

Harriet Peyser, Howard & Susan Leitner, Benjamin 

& Debra Freund, Jeffrey & Barbara Schwab, Leslie 

& Lynn Goldman, Paul & Diane Honig, Saul & 

Honora Karasyk, Vicki Lynch, Joyce K Peck, Philip 

& Rita Levy, George & Shirley Davidson, Roland & 

Donna Perreault, Cynthia Herpich, Helen Ratner, 

Barbara Douglas, Robert & Stephanie Oakan, Arnold 

& Audrey Heimler, Rosa Shields, Jennifer Overton, 

Michael & Heidi Madow, Walter & Marilyn Wiener, 

Steven Levy, Richard & Jennifer Lotstein, Peggy 

Knox, Lenore Mand, Stanley & Barbara Cohen, 

Gerald & Wendy Casbolt, Michael & Francine 

Broverman, Aaron Podos, Rabbi & Judi Eisenberg, 

Jerome & Leah Kaplan, Dennis & Nancy Gottfried. 

Dan & Marcia Lowe, Stanley & Estelle Wolk, 

Brandon & Linda Podos 

 Donations to Religious School: 

Bea & Mal Guralnick, in memory of David Paletsky 

 Donations to Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund:  
Irving & Renee Germain 

Tim & Debra Brandt 

 Donations to Kiddush Fund: 
Walter & Marilyn Wiener, in honor of Ginsburg’s 

60th Anniversary. 

 Rhonda Ginsburg 

Donations to Building Fund: 
Sanford & Suzanne, Pottters,  Mason & Geri, Haupt,  

Tim & Debra, Brandt. 

 

Kudos to: 

Mason and Geri 

Haupt and their 

children, Meredith, 

Kendall and Davis, 

for a generous 

donation that is allowing us to upgrade our ancient 

lower level electrical system and our security system. 

The donation was made in honor of their mother and 

grandmother, Irene S. Haupt. A plaque in their 

honor has been placed in the main level corridor. We 

are so grateful to the family and wish them well. 

] 
Aaron Podos, Meagan Podos, Rebecca Perreault, 

Donna Perreault, Patty Cohn, Ken Krasow, Katie 

Krasow and Religious School students Randi 

Brandt, Ben Krasow, Jacob Honig, Jacquelyn 

Denenholtz and Annah Podos for helping take 

down and carefully store the sukkah for next year. 

] 

Carol Silver, who continues to provide us with 

wonderful monthly event posters for our lobby and 

signs in our library and in other places in the 

building.  
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Simchas to Share 

Good News to All 

Joyce Peck 

Two of Beth El Synagogue’s most active members 

will be honored in early December at the biennial 

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

Convention in Cherry Hill, N.J. Mike Madow  of 

Thomaston and Dr. Debra Brandt  of Litchfield were 

nominated by Beth El to receive USCJ’s Young 

Leaders Award. 

Mike has served several terms as co-president and 

currently is Immediate Past President. He is currently 

also running for a seat on the Thomaston Board of 

Finance in the November election.  Debbie has 

served as Education Vice President and chair of the 

Education Committee overseeing our Religious 

School for a number of years and most recently took 

on the additional duties of a teacher in the Religious 

School. 

Both Mike and Debbie and their families are active 

and supportive of our Religious School and 

Synagogue. The honors are well deserved. 

F 

Congratulations and good wishes to Harriet Peyser, 

who was given the Hadassah Love-of-a-Lifetime 

Award by the Litchfield County Chapter of 

Hadassah. The award is presented to someone who 

has dedicated her life to service in the Jewish 

community and exhibits her commitment to Israel. 

Mazel tov and good wishes to the Perreault family on 

the Bat Mitzvah of daughter, Rebecca Belle, on Nov. 

14.  Becky was our third Religious School student to 

become Bat Mitzvah this fall. Ann Cohn observed 

her Bat Mitzvah Labor Day weekend and Arielle 

Brandt  became Bat Mitzvah on Oct. 24. We are so 

proud of them and send congratulations to the Cohn, 

Brandt and Perreault families. Stay tuned for four 

more Bat Mitzvahs this spring. 

Did you know that our own Corinne Johnson has 

opened a beautiful shop on Route 44 in the center of 

New Hartford? Peddlers’ Junction offers arts & 

crafts, antiques and consignment items at the 

revamped store at 510 Main St. in New Hartford. 

Husband, Ralph Johnson, helped with the interior 

design work and daughter, Marni, is a sales associate 

at the new store. We wish them well in their new 

endeavor. 

Mazel tov and good wishes to Patricia and Andy 

Anderson and Alan and Eve Matisoff on the birth 

of a granddaughter in November, the second for the 

families. Born to daughter Shaina and her husband, 

Ken LaFlamme, Mattea weighed in at 9 lbs. 3 oz. and 

joins older sister, Amira. 

We want to share your good news, but we can't unless you tell us. 

Email your news to: Joyce at joycekp@optonline.net,  

or Patricia at besynagogue@snet.net,  

call the office, or mail a note to the synagogue. 

 

Did you hear the News? 

We have a youth group event 

coming up!  

 

Dec. 31, 2009 to Jan. 1, 2010 

4:30 P.M. is the start Time 

Ends at 9:00 A.M. 

$20.00/child 

(if more than one child per family, $15.00) 

  

 
Kick off the New Year 

with our first Kadima & 

USY event at Beth El 

Synagogue in Torrington, 

CT. We are looking 

forward to having a sleep over at the Synagogue. 

So, bring along your sleeping bags and pajamas. 

Pizza, movies, and the WII and an ice cream 

party strike at midnight.  I am looking forward 

to meeting all those who are interested. Please 

RSVP if you are coming. I will be available 

daily after 4:00 P.M. 

 

Gilah Gersten 

gilahg@gmail.com 

Phone: 860-589-5355
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Yahrzeits 
Light the memorial candle the night before. *These names have 

been inscribed on the memorial tablets. 

Jacob Seidman * Tuesday December 1 

Abraham Cramer* Wednesday December 2 

Edythe Garbus Thursday December 3 

Paul Smith * Thursday December 3 

Helen Malkin* Friday December 4 

Robert H. Ginsberg * Saturday December 5 

Ann Beaudry Sunday December 6 

Aaron Cohen Monday December 7 

Diane Gottfried Tuesday December 8 

Israel Bazil* Wednesday December 9 

Ina Pincus * Wednesday December 9 

Sidonia Schlesinger * Wednesday December 9 

Abraham Schneider * Thursday December 10 

Isidore Paletsky Friday December 11 

Abraham Rudolph Saturday December 12 

Sol Newman Sunday December 13 

Albert Radler * Monday December 14 

Gloria Sherman Monday December 14 

Evelyn Sybol Monday December 14 

Lillie Goldman* Wednesday December 16 

Ellen Davison * Friday December 18 

Isadore Rubens * Friday December 18 

Robert Shanahan Friday December 18 

Joan Selma Heimler Sunday December 20 

Emanuel Alexandre * Monday December 21 

Minnie Kronich Monday December 21 

Max Weilheimer Monday December 21 

Claire Winters * Monday December 21 

Nathan Gaull * Tuesday December 22 

Benjamin Glickman Tuesday December 22 

Joseph Pomerantz * Wednesday December 23 

Yetta Handelman Thursday December 24 

Rose Esther Bender Friday December 25 

Morris Dressler Friday December 25 

Michael Harris Friday December 25 

Betty Broverman Sunday December 27 

Carl Kaplan * Monday December 28 

Mina Malkoff Monday December 28 

Anna Rubens * Monday December 28 

Irving Jacobskind Tuesday December 29 

Joe Kasten Wednesday December 30 

Harry Edelson Thursday December 31 

Joseph Pincus * Thursday December 31 

Yahrzeits for Jan. & Feb. will appear in the monthly From the 

Presidents' Desk. 

Condolences to: 

The Paletsky family on the loss of their son, brother 

and father, David. 

The Kabachnick-Reibman-Shapiro family on the loss 

of their matriarch, Eva Kabachnick, in October. 

The Goldman family on the loss of Les Goldman’s 

mother, Ruth, in November. 

 

 

BRIEFS 

Just a reminder that the cost of memorial plaques for 

our main corridor is going up as of Jan. 1, 2010. The 

cost now is $350 and space can be reserved. After the 

first of the year, the cost will be $400 per plaque.  

The offer to receive a 10 percent discount on full 

dues for the year following a purchase of a plot at 

Sons of Jacob Cemetery continues. Call the office or 

Brandon Podos for more information. 

 

 Save the date:  

On Sunday, April 25, well known 

author Dani Shapiro,  who with her 

family, is a new member of Beth El, 

will be the guest speaker at the 

next Dr. Stanley M. Mand Lox & 

Lecture. More details will be 

announced as the date 

approaches.  
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Rabbi’s Office Hours 
3:30-5:30 

Religious School 
Classes 4:00-5:30 

  Family Shabbat 
Service w/ 

Rabbi Eisenberg 

9:30 am 

Religious School 

Classes 9:30-12:00 
Hadassah Mitzvah 

Day @11.45 

  
Rabbi’s Office 

Hours 4:00-6:00 
Religious School 

Classes 4:00-5:30 

 Hanukkah Dinner 

5:30pm 
Services 7:00 pm 

Shabbat Service  

 9:30 am 

Religious School 

Classes 9:30-12:00 
Hanukkah Party 

        11:15 am 

Rabbi’s Office  

Hours 4:00-6:00 

 Rabbi’s Office  

Hours 4:00-6:00 
Religious School 

Classes 4:00-5:30 

  Shabbat Service w/ 

Rabbi Eisenberg 

9:30 am 

 Religious School 
Classes 9:30-12:00 

Rabbi’s Office  
Hours 4:00-6:00 

 Rabbi’s Office  
Hours 4:00-6:00 

Religious School 

Classes 4:00-5:30 

  Shabbat Service w/ 
Rabbi Eisenberg 

9:30 am 

 

       

 

Candle Lighting Times 
12/4/2009 4:04 pm  12/18/2009 4:05 pm 

12/11/2009 4:04 pm  12/25/2009 4:09 pm 
 

 

 

Deadline for announcements and Blooms for next 

From the Presidentsô Desk, December 21. 
 

Deadline for next Voice 

February 3, 2010 
 

 

Rabbi Richard Eisenberg will conduct his ongoing 

adult education classes – Genesis with Commentary 

by Rashi*  -- this month on Dec. 14, 21 and 28.  

He will conduct Saturday Shabbat services on Dec. 5, 

12, and 26. 

Friday Shabbat Services, Dec. 11, 7 pm, following 

Chanukah Dinner 

 

*  Rashi=Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak 



 

Report from the  

President 

Joyce Peck 

By now you’ve all received our 

appeal letter, asking for 

donations to our Cantor Fund. 

We very much want to bring Cantor Theodore Perry 

back for the 2010 High Holiday season. Because of 

these difficult economic times for all, the Trustees 

last spring voted not to hire a cantor unless we are 

first able to raise the necessary funds. 

Besides being well liked, Cantor Perry truly is a 

wonderful asset for Beth El Synagogue and the High 

Holiday services. Combined with Rabbi Richard 

Eisenberg they create a “dynamic duo” of spirituality 

and professionalism. 

We need to raise about $6,000 by the beginning of 

January because that is when cantors begin to make 

commitments for the coming year. Some 

contributions have already come in. If you are 

thinking about making a donation but haven’t yet 

done so, please do so soon. 

On another subject, we have great news! Beth El’s 

USY and Kadimah groups are being reactivated. At 

one time, Beth El had a very active USY/Kadimah 

chapter and even a regional officer.  

Gilah Gersten, daughter of Bob and Marvis Gersten, 

is our new USY/Kadimah director. USY and 

Kadimah are the youth groups affiliated with United 

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, Kadimah for 

6
th
-8

th
 graders and USY for 9

th
-12

th
 graders.  

All of the Gerstens, former Bristol residents, have 

extensive backgrounds and experience with USY and 

Kadimah. By having chapters at Beth El, our 

youngsters will also be able to participate in national 

and international USY/Kadimah programs. Gilah will 

be at the synagogue at several events in December 

and a meeting is planned for Dec. 6. You can also 

call her at 860-589-5355 for more information. 

Thank you Gilah! 


